
NONPROFIT INTERNSHIP – Fall 2026 

Overview: In partnership with the University Honors Program at the University of Kansas, Friends 
of the Kaw seeks a student intern for the Fall 2026 semester.  

Friends of the Kaw offers an exciting opportunity for undergraduate students in the KU University 
Honors Program to gain valuable experience in the history of the Kansas River. Interns have the 
chance to learn what it is like to work in an environmental nonprofit setting while focusing on 
specific projects. The intern will work under the supervision of the Executive Director with work 
coordinated by the Director of Programming & Outreach.  

Duties can include researching Kansas River history, gathering information, and writing historical 
stories and/or reports.  Additional duties could possibly include working with FOK staff on an oral 
history project about Friends of the Kaw. The FOK Intern could also fill the gaps where we need 
extra help with activities that meet our mission to protect and preserve the Kansas River for 
present and future generations.    

This internship can satisfy the Professional Development & Social Entrepreneurship Enhanced 
Learning Experience (ELE) as part of University Honors Program graduation requirements. 

Time Commitment Requirements and Award: Students will receive a $1,800 award to cover their 
involvement at a rate of 8-10 hours per week for the fall term. 

The expectation for this work includes: 

This position is primarily virtual and offers flexible scheduling. Work will be managed through a 
milestone-based system, with project goals and deadlines established collaboratively with the 
student. There will be no commuting outside of Lawrence for this project.   

A weekly in-person meeting is required to review progress, discuss any challenges, set objectives 
and deadlines for the upcoming week, and provide training or guidance as needed. 

Communication should take place via email, telephone, and in-person meetings. Text messaging 
is discouraged, particularly outside of business hours and on weekends. 

Our staff are available during regular business hours to answer questions and provide support. 
Additional in-person meetings can be scheduled as needed to ensure successful project 
completion. 



Minimum Qualifications: 

• Undergraduate student in the University Honors Program majoring in history, or a related field.

• Students must meet the qualifications for good academic standing and progression for the
University Honors Program.

• Excellent communication, organizational and time management skills.

• Ability to work independently and multi-task effectively.

• Dependable, positive attitude and a sense of humor.

• Proficiency in Google Suite.

Deadline: Applications are due by Friday, July 10. Interviews of selected applicants will take place 
later in July--early August. Friends of the Kaw will conduct the interviews, without oversight from the 
University Honors Program, to ensure equity and fairness in the selection and onboarding process. 

How to Apply: Please submit your resume and a cover letter through the University Honors 
Program Internships portal located on their website. 

About Friends of the Kaw: 

Friends of the Kaw (FOK) serves the Kansas River, known locally as the Kaw. The Kaw is the largest 
prairie watershed in the world. The river originates at the junction of the Smoky Hill and Republican 
Rivers and runs 173 miles to meet the Missouri in northeast Kansas. The Kansas River provides 
drinking water for 950,000 people. For more than thirty-five years, our group has been the only 
grassroots conservation group dedicated to protecting the Kansas River.  

FOK’s Mission is: 

• To protect and preserve the Kansas River for future generations.
• To advocate for the rehabilitation of the Kansas River’s environs, including its water

quality and wildlife habitat.
• To discover and promote compatible public recreational uses of the Kansas River and

encourage the development of public access.
• To educate the public about the importance, benefits, and beauty of the Kansas River.
• To cooperate with other persons, organizations, and public agencies in support of a

healthy Kansas River ecosystem.

Friends of the Kaw 
P.O. Box 1612 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
PH 785.312.7200 
info@kansasriver.org 




